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Year 5 Newsletter – September 2025

Dear Parents,

We hope that you all had a lovely summer holiday. The children have made a fantastic start to the year and have been eager to learn. It has been great to see them settling so quickly, and we look forward to an exciting and busy term ahead.

English: 
This term, we will begin by exploring Escape from Pompeii by Christina Balit. The children will develop their writing through diary entries, setting descriptions and narrative retellings inspired by the text. They will also focus on maturing their writing, using grammar objectives to add cohesion, depth and flair, helping them to create pieces that engage the reader with curiosity, excitement and suspense.

Maths: 
In Maths, we will start with place value, focusing on numbers up to a million, rounding, ordering and comparing, as well as exploring negative numbers and Roman numerals. We will then move on to addition and subtraction, followed by multiplication and division. Problem-solving and reasoning will be embedded throughout.

Geography:  
Our big question this term is: What does it take to survive the extreme?
We will be studying volcanoes, earthquakes and tsunamis, using Pompeii as a case study. The children will investigate how these natural disasters occur and consider their impact on people’s lives.

Science:  
Our topic this term is Materials. The children will group and compare different materials, investigate solubility and mixtures, and explore properties such as transparency, elasticity and conductivity.

In the following subjects we will be studying:
Jigsaw- This term’s theme is Being Me in My World. We will focus on facing new challenges, understanding our responsibilities, and recognising how our choices affect others.
Computing – E-safety and key skills.
RE –  What does it mean to be a Muslim in Britain today?
French – learning vocabulary around pets and simple descriptions, while continuing to build our phonetic knowledge.
Art – Portraits and facial features.

PE:
The children will take part in PE on Monday and Friday. On this day children can wear their PE kits to school. Children are to wear black shorts or jogging bottoms and a white t-shirt with a black or school sweatshirt. 
Should the weather prevent PE from taking place outside, an alternate classroom lesson will take place.

Homework:
Please encourage your child to regularly practise their times tables using Times Tables Rock Stars. Regular practice will help them to maintain and improve their rapid recall of multiplication and division facts, which is an important part of our Maths learning in Year 5.

Reading: 
Most reading in school will take place through whole-class reading sessions. At home, please encourage your child to read regularly and listen to them when you can.
Your child has a reading record and a school reading book. Please record any reading completed at home, including other books they choose to read. Reading records will be checked each Monday, when children can also change their school book if needed.

We are really looking forward to an exciting and rewarding term in Year 5. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to catch me at the end of the school day or contact the school office.

Many thanks for your support,
Mr Hale
Key Dates
24.09.26 – Individual Photographs
09.10.26– Harvest Festival
12.10.26 – INSET Day 
26.10 – 01.11 – HALF TERM
02.11.26 – Start of Term 2
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