

[image: ][image: A rainbow colored circle with black text

Description automatically generated]
Reception Newsletter – Term 5


Dear Parents/Carers,

We hope you all had a fantastic Easter break. It has been lovely to see some of the children’s holiday photos on Tapestry. Welcome to Ben and his family, it’s lovely that you have joined our school community. We also welcome Mrs Rumley as our Friday teacher.

The summer terms will see a huge focus on the Early Learning Goals as we endeavour to help the children reach their end of year milestonesThe children have an Early Learning Goal (ELG) in 17 areas of learning and will be continuing to work towards these through their play and adult-led activities.  Please read below to find out more about the goals that your child is working towards.  You will be made aware of your child’s attainment for each Early Learning Goal in their end of year report. 

Communication, Language and Literacy
In term 5 we will be continuing phase 4 of the Unlocking Letters and Sounds programme. The children have now been taught all 42 phonemes (single sounds and digraphs such as “ch”) and will now be moving on to use these sounds to blend for reading and segment for spelling. There will still be sight words to learn every week as well as words to learn to spell; homework will focus on this. Please look in your child’s book bag every week and help them with their homework. We have been delighted with the homework completed to date; many children can read and write all their single sounds as well as the digraphs such as ch, sh, ng etc. Some children cannot yet recognise all of the digraphs so we will still be re-capping phase 3 alongside teaching phase 4 to those that are ready to move on. 

Early Learning Goals 
The level of development children should be expected to have attained by the end of their first year of school is assessed using the early learning goals (ELGs) as set out below.  We will be using the goals to help us make a judgement about your child’s progress this year and whether they have met the national expected level of development across different areas of the curriculum.
Please read further to see the end of year                 early learning goals criteria for Literacy and Maths. 


Early Learning Goal - Comprehension 

Children at the expected level of development will:            - Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary;                              - Anticipate – where appropriate – key events in stories;                                                                                                           -Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play. 

Early Learning Goal - Word Reading                                                                   

- Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs;                                                                      - Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending;                                                    - Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some common exception words. 
Some of our more confident readers are progressing well through the reading scheme. As always, our most confident readers are those that read the most often at home. Thank you for reading 4 or more times per week. Daily reading is hugely beneficial.
*Please note*: A new aspect of the Early Learning Goal for reading this year requires that the children know 10 digraphs by sight so please do keep practising the digraph cards at home as this is a very tricky part of the goal. We are unable to say that they have reached their goal in reading if they cannot recognise 10 digraphs unfortunately. 

Early Learning Goal – Writing                                                 

Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed;                                                                       - Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters;                           - Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others. 

The Early Learning Goal for writing is a real challenge! The children will be encouraged to write an independent sentence by the end of the year. We will be encouraging correct letter formation as well as correct spelling of the “common exception words” and use of phonic knowledge to form sounds. A big issue for our little ones is remembering a whole sentence in their heads and then writing it down. 

Early Learning Goal - Number  
- Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including the composition of each number;                   - Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5;                                                                                                - Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or other aids) number bonds up to 5 (including subtraction facts) and some number bonds to 10, including double facts. 

Early Learning Goal  - Numerical Patterns  

  - Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting system;                                                            - Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, recognising when one quantity is greater than, less than or the same as the other quantity;                                          - Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including evens and odds, double facts and how quantities can be distributed equally.

 All class activities will be designed to help your child reach the above goals. Learning will happen through child-initiated play, adult group or 1:1 sessions and whole class teaching. 

Topics:
Our topics are designed to follow the curriculum but are also inspired by the children’s interests. This term our topic is Dinosaurs. We have many keen dinosaur fans in the class this year. This will be a history topic to cover the ELG for “Past and Present”. We will be looking at fossils, uncovering dinosaur bones, reading about the types of dinosaur and writing our own simple fact files. We will be using these three books: 
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Expressive Arts and Design

This term in art we will be working towards painting a seascape.  The children will be researching different seascape paintings.  They will also explore how to create the movement of water using a variety of brushstrokes, blue tints and shades and other techniques.

Weather 

As the weather is so unpredictable, please ensure your child has a coat with a hood every day as well as a sun hat if we are lucky enough to see the sun. The children can access the outdoor environment throughout the day and will need to have had sun cream applied at home before the school day please. Please do not send your child in with a bottle of cream to apply themselves.
There is no need to bring woolly hats and gloves from now on please - they’re just something extra that can get lost!

Book bags

Firstly, please can you make sure that your child’s name is on the outside of their book bag. Please can we ask that you check your child’s bag regularly for letters and clean out any old things. 


Homework

Homework is set every Thursday and collected in and marked every Wednesday. Thank you to those who are completing their homework every week. The homework is always an extension of something we have been doing in class.

Flashcards

This term we will be sending home the Phase 4 common exception word flash cards every week for homework.  Please regularly go through your child’s flashcards (sounds and numbers to 20) as they can know them one minute and forget the next. Repeated exposure will help commit them to long-term memory.

Accidents
If your child bangs their head during the school day, you will always be informed by text. Any other smaller injuries will be written on an accident slip. Very small injuries may not warrant an accident slip. 

Class trip

We are in the process of booking our whole class trip to Avon Valley Country Park. It’s a fun day out involving a dinosaur trail, animal handling, a pig race and a play in the play barn. Stay tuned for the date. 

If you have any queries or concerns, please do not hesitate to speak to us. Mornings can be very tricky to chat when everyone is coming in, but we are available at the end of the day.

Mrs Wilton and Mrs Rumley

Key Dates

21st May- Sports day (am)
25th – 29th May Half Term
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