
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thursday, 28 January 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Well done – we are two thirds of the way through this term and I must say you have all been doing a 
fantastic job of teaching and supporting your children.  The first couple of weeks was always likely to 
be a honeymoon period with the children keen to try a novel way of working.  Whilst some of you 
may find that your children are really getting into the routine and continue to be motivated to work 
others may be needing a lot more encouragement to complete the work that is set.  Some days they 
may want to work, others they may not.  Some lessons they may want to complete, others they may 
not.  We understand – it’s tough for them and you.  As you know, we are required by the government  
to provide 3-4 hours of learning for the children each day.  All we ask is that if your children are 
struggling with the amount of work, to prioritise English and Maths.  
 
I have been working with the teachers each week,  and we are trying to set tasks that can be 
completed independently.  Many children in a class would happily complete the work on their own 
with little adult support, however in the home situation we know that the children are asking for 
more help from their adults at home.  We will continue to bear this in mind as we know that many 
of you are still trying to work from home which can seem impossible at times.  We have also discussed 
the issue of screentime and are trying to set tasks that may require screentime for a short input but 
can then be completed with good old paper and pen.  If you need any exercise books, let us know 
and we can sort some out for you to collect. 
 
The technology queries from the first week or so seem to have lessened as the children, teachers and 
yourselves have got to grips with it.  If you have any issues with access to devices, we are receiving 
steady donations of laptops that could be passed on to help you.  I would rather they are used than 
sat in my office - don’t think that there may be a family that is more in need.  If it means your child 
doesn’t have to share a device it should hopefully make it easier.  
 
As part of our safeguarding responsibility during this lockdown period, one way that we are able 
check our children are safe is to monitor enagement with the learning.  Where teachers have not 
heard from children for a number of days, they will make contact with you to check that everything 
is ok.  This is not a judgement from us that you are not completing the work, we just want to check 
that our families are safe and well.   
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If you are struggling and need a listening ear, please reach out to us as a school or there is the offer 

from Malcolm and Jo Strange who have a group of ‘trained listeners’.  This could either be over the 

phone or online, whichever suits.  Please contact Jo Strange direct if you feel this would be useful on 

07854710507 or email jofourleaf@gmail.com  

January is always a difficult month financially after the expense of the festive period, if you are in 

need of any kind of support in that way and have not accessed the Church Fund donation previously, 

please contact myself directly via email or phone and I will see if we can help.   

Hopefully with yesterday’s news that the government have a plan for pupils to return to school on 

8th March if it is deemed safe, there is some light at the end of the tunnel.  As yet, we have no idea 

what that is going to look like or what is going to be asked of us.  In terms of teaching time, that is 4 

weeks, so let countdown commence.  I know that I speak on behalf of all of the staff, we can’t wait 

to all be back together again.  Please be aware that Friday 12th is an INSET day so staff will be involved 

in online training and no work will be set for that day.  The final day of this term is Thursday 11th 

February.   

You are all doing your absolute best, and that is different in each of our situations so please don’t 

compare yourself to others, be kind to yourselves. Take care everyone and look after each other.   

Best wishes, 

 

Kirsty Robson 
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