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MORAL, SOCIAL & CULTURAL POLICY

	Author/Person Responsible


	Kirsty Robson

	Date of Ratification


	

	Review Group


	Standards Committee 1

	Ratification Group


	Standards Committee 1

	Review Frequency

 
	Every 3 years

	Review Date


	February 2022

	Previous Review Amendments/Notes


	

	Related Policies


	Anti-bullying;

Behaviour and Discipline;

Child Protection;

Collective Worship;

Code of Conduct;

Confidentiality;

Equality (including anti-bullying);
Equal Opportunities;
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Equality Impact Assessment (EIA) Part 1: EIA Screening
	Policies, Procedures or Practices:
	MSC Policy
	DATE:
	28/02/19

	EIA CARRIED OUT BY:
	Kirsty Robson
	EIA APPROVED BY:
	Standards Committee 1


Groups that may be affected:
	Are there concerns that the policy could have a different impact on any of the following groups? (please tick the relevant boxes) 
	Existing or potential adverse impact
	Existing or potential for a positive impact

	Age (young people, the elderly; issues surrounding protection and welfare, recruitment, training, pay, promotion)

	
	X

	Disability (physical and mental disability, learning difficulties; issues surrounding access to buildings, curriculum and communication)
	
	X

	Gender reassignment 
	
	X

	Marriage and civil partnership

	
	X

	Pregnancy and maternity
	
	X

	Race


	
	X

	Religion and belief (practices of worship, religious or cultural observance, including non-belief)
	
	X

	Gender identity 
	
	X

	Sexual orientation

	
	x


Any adverse impacts are explored in a Full Impact Assessment.
St Michael's Church of England Primary School, WinterbournePRIVATE 
Learn ~  Care ~  Enjoy 
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This school aims to be a learning community in which all:

· Achieve their full potential

· Are motivated to work independently and collaboratively

· Take initiative and responsibility

· Show respect and consideration for others and their environment

Rationale


We recognise that an important component of every pupil's education should be that of moral, social and cultural awareness.  This will help them become aware of the society they live in and understand the role of shared values in creating a community and society.  Opportunities should, therefore, be provided for all pupils to appreciate the richness and variety that exists within their own traditions and in that of other cultures traditions.    
Purpose

We want children to learn to become members of a community in preparation for later life. To facilitate this we want children to learn the importance of: 

.
telling the truth and having a respect for truth

.
acquiring an understanding of the difference between right and wrong and of moral conflict;

.
showing respect and consideration for others, their rights and property, including helping those in need;   

.
having the will to do what is right;

.
being able and willing to take responsibility for their deeds and words and being able to reflect on the consequences of their actions;

.
learning how to forgive themselves and others;

.
making responsible moral decisions and acting on them  


.
acquiring an understanding of cultural traditions

.
be able to appreciate and respond to a variety of aesthetic experiences
.
acquiring a respect for their own culture and that of others

.
developing the knowledge, skills, understanding, qualities and attitudes they need to understand, appreciate and contribute to culture.   
Broad Guidelines

Social awareness

Children will develop their social skills by:

1
Taking part in group activities with:


.
opportunities for co-operative and collaborative work; and where


.
team work and rules are valued – games, after school activities, clubs, choir.

2
Showing initiative and taking responsibility:


.
as class monitors, delivering messages, telephone monitors, looking after younger children; 


.
making a card for a class member who is ill, organizing a mini-sale;


.
taking part in the "tidying up" of the classroom each day.

3
Learning what is considered appropriate behaviour and good manners by:


.
using PSHE lessons to give all children the chance to speak and listen to others, take turns and response appropriately;


.
playing co-operatively - learning to take turns, accepting the rules, inviting others to join in, and using joining skills;


.
encouraging courteous and appropriate behaviour at meal times - especially when conversing, queuing and tidying-up afterwards; 


.
using role play to understand the effects that different types of body language have on others;


.
encouraging the use of appropriate responses to peers and adults when spoken to; 


.
seeing good examples from adults; and


.
referring to all adults by their "name" and not "Miss"/"Sir".

4
Showing respect and consideration:


.
for other people, their own and others' belongings, the school and environment, and themselves; 


.
appreciating the rights of the individual;


.
responding to the plight of others by considering their needs, and collecting for charities (both locally and overseas);


.
listening to, and showing respect for, the achievements and efforts of others in Praise Service; and 


.
showing appreciation of the performances of other children, eg in PE, Drama.

5
Arranging for children to participate on educational visits, including School Camp, when all of the above social skills may be required.

Moral awareness

Children will be encouraged to develop moral awareness by:
1 Learning the appropriate behaviour by being given opportunities;
· to realise for themselves the difference between right and wrong.

· to respect the rights and property of others

· to prevent and counter bullying and bad behaviour 
· for self-discipline and appropriate behaviour
2
Showing empathy and consideration for others by;
· working with other children within the school, eg younger children 
· choosing a charity to support and be involved with
· recognising ways in which they can help
· recognising and celebrating diversity
· challenging stereotypes, eg, those associated with ethnicity, gender, age and class
· valuing qualities in others and promoting them

3 Working within rules by being ;

· involved in devising classroom rules that are agreed by the class
· aware of the school's rules and why they are needed

· understanding the system of sanctions and rewards
· given opportunities to games with rules, and understand the need for them. 

4
Developing a concept of honesty by being encouraged;
· to tell the truth
· to consider what keeping a promise means
· to apologise and accept apologies

5
Exploring moral issues through a range and variety of teaching methods, discussing incidents that arise in school or outside it, resolving situations, discussing issues eg personal rights, war, hunger, environmental issues

Cultural awareness
Cultural awareness will take place through the curriculum where children will learn about influences effecting cultural achievements.  In our school it will mean school traditions and celebrations are held each year and the significance of these are explained to children. Children will be exposed to different cultures through art, music, literature, games, etc.  They will also participate in British and international cultural events.  Curriculum topics will be based around themes developing children’s awareness of different cultures both current and historical. Children will also learn about Britain’s national and international heritage.  
British values will be used in school life to promote fairness, democracy, cultural understanding, tolerance, morality and appreciation of heritage.   
The importance of the school curriculum
Moral, social and cultural awareness will be facilitated by the school’s curriculum.
Careful consideration must be given to resources used, themes and topics planned and pedagogy used to present opportunities to broaden children’s experiences as well explore their own beliefs and understanding.  PSHE, RE, expressive arts, literature, geography, history, games, collective worship, behaviour and discipline etc all must be seen as vehicles to develop the child’s moral, cultural and social awareness in preparation for later life.
Special events, celebrations, worship, visitors, trips are also seen as important to help develop a child’s growing awareness, therefore, time, effort and resources must be allocated to provide these opportunities  
All adults in the school must be aware of the possible influence they may have as a role model to help develop these aspects of a child’s learning.  
Conclusion

We want our school to be welcoming and safe, and everyone to be respected, regardless of their age, ethnicity or gender.  We want pupils to take responsibility for their own actions and to relate to others. A major part of the school’s ethos is to help develop the child in our care to develop characteristics that will enable them to become appreciative members of society as adults.  Therefore school life will help children to become useful, participating and proud members of our school community in preparation to become worthy and good citizens of society when they are older.  
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